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Important DatesConcept Note

India’s presidency of the BRICS Summit in 2026 comes at a defining moment in global
politics. The world order is shifting from the dominance of a few great powers toward a
more plural and participatory framework where cooperation is shaped by shared interests
and developmental priorities. The recent expansion of BRICS to include new members
from Asia, Africa, and the Middle East has transformed it from an economic grouping into
a comprehensive platform for partnership in development, technology, and South–South
cooperation. In this evolving context, India’s leadership acquires special significance. As
the only democracy among the founding BRICS members and a dynamic knowledge
economy, India is well placed to articulate the concerns and aspirations of the Global
South. Guided by its civilisational philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,“the world is
one family”,India’s presidency offers an opportunity to advance a more inclusive, human-
centred, and multipolar world order. Equally important is the India–Russia partnership, a
long-standing pillar of mutual trust and strategic balance that continues to shape India’s
global outlook. Within the BRICS framework, India’s cooperation with Russia and its
engagement with China open new avenues for collaboration in education, cultural
diplomacy, digital innovation, and energy transition. Together, these relationships enhance
India’s role as a bridge between civilizations and a leading voice for equity and
cooperation across the Global South.

 The International Conference on “BRICS @ 2026: India’s Leadership and the Future of the
Global South”, organised jointly by the Institute for Contemporary Chinese Studies (ICCS)
and the School of International Relations and Politics (SIRP), Mahatma Gandhi University,
in collaboration with leading national and international institutions, will be conducted in
Hybrid Mode to enable wide participation from across the world. Eminent scholars and
practitioners from respected universities, think tanks, and policy organisations will deliver
special plenary lectures and contribute to thematic sessions on BRICS, global governance,
South–South cooperation, and cultural diplomacy. The conference is designed as a space
for rigorous academic exchange and policy dialogue on India’s leadership role within
BRICS and its evolving strategic partnerships. It seeks to produce substantive research
insights, practical recommendations, and collaborative outcomes that will strengthen
India’s intellectual and diplomatic engagement as it prepares for the BRICS presidency in
2026 and beyond.

 19–20 December 2025 
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Publication Opportunity

Special Issue of IJPAIR: Indian
Journal of Politics and
International Relations 
(UGC CARE-listed, peer-
reviewed international journal)

An edited volume will be
published with a reputed
international publisher.

Policy Briefs and
Recommendations for BRICS-
related academic and diplomatic
engagement.
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Submission Date

Extended

Submission Date
Extended

Abstract Submission
Deadline
28 November 2025

30 January 2026

Full Paper Submission

(Selected papers will undergo peer
review and be considered for
publication.) 

First draft for Presentation/
Proceedings 

16 December 2025



Major Themes and Sub-Themes

1. India’s Leadership and the Future of
BRICS @ 2026

India’s Presidency and Strategic
Priorities in BRICS 2026
India’s Vision for Reformed
Multilateralism and Global
Governance
BRICS Expansion and the Emerging
Architecture of the Global South
Democratic Values, Strategic
Autonomy, and Inclusive
Globalization
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and India’s
Civilisational Approach to
Multilateralism
India’s Role in Bridging Asia, Africa,
and Latin America within BRICS

2. BRICS in a Multipolar World: Strategic
Alignments and Global Balancing

Shifting Power Equations and the Rise of
Multipolarity in Global Politics
Strategic Convergences and Divergences
among BRICS Members
India–Russia–China Trilateral Cooperation:
Opportunities and Constraints
BRICS and the Quest for a New
International Security Order
Regional Balancing, Strategic Autonomy,
and the Indo-Pacific Context
BRICS, the G20, and the Future of
Multilateral Diplomacy

3. Economic Transformation and
Technological Collaboration in the Global
South

Trade Diversification, Supply-Chain
Resilience, and Local Currency
Settlements
India–Russia Economic Cooperation:
Energy, Technology, and Connectivity
India–China Economic Interdependence
and Strategic Competition
BRICS Development Bank (NDB) and
Financial Reform in the Global South
Digital Economy, Fintech Cooperation,
and Innovation for Inclusive Growth
BRICS and the Governance of Artificial
Intelligence, Cybersecurity, and Data
Sovereignty
Energy Transition, Green Technology,
and Sustainable Infrastructure
Development

4. Cultural Diplomacy and India’s Global
Engagement through BRICS

Cultural Diplomacy as a Tool of India’s
Foreign Policy and Global Image
The Role of MEA, ICWA and ICCR in
Promoting Academic and Cultural
Collaboration
Language, Heritage, and Art Exchanges
among BRICS Nations
BRICS Media Cooperation and Narratives of
the Global South
Educational Partnerships and University
Linkages within the BRICS Framework
Intercivilisational Dialogue and the Ethics of
Global Cooperation

5. Youth, Innovation, and Sustainable Futures in
the Global South

Empowering Youth and Start-up Ecosystems
across BRICS Nations
Climate Change, Environmental
Responsibility, and Green Growth
India’s Experience in Digital Public
Infrastructure and Social Innovation
BRICS Cooperation in Higher Education,
Research, and Skill Development
Technology, Gender, and Inclusive
Development in the Global South



Major Themes and Sub-Themes

6. The India–Russia Partnership and the
Evolving Global Order

Seven Decades of India–Russia
Friendship: Strategic, Cultural, and
Educational Dimensions
Russia’s Role in India’s Energy
Security and Defence Cooperation
India–Russia Collaboration in
Science, Technology, and Higher
Education
Russia–India Linkages in BRICS and
Multipolar Diplomacy
The Role of Russian Cultural Centres
in Strengthening Academic and
People-to-People Ties

7. India–China Relations and the Dynamics
of Cooperation and Competition

Economic Interdependence and Political
Tensions: The Paradox of India–China
Relations
India–China Engagement in BRICS, SCO,
and Asian Regionalism
Cooperation in Climate Governance,
Blue Economy, and Global Health
Comparative Soft Power Strategies of
India and China
Managing Border, Trade, and
Technological Challenges in an Era of
Strategic Rivalry

8. BRICS and the Global South:
Towards a New Developmental
Paradigm

Reimagining South–South
Cooperation in a
Fragmented World
The Global South and the
Reform of Bretton Woods
Institutions
BRICS and Africa:
Development Partnerships
and Investment
Opportunities
Latin America and BRICS:
Extending the Frontiers of
South–South Collaboration
Global South Narratives in
International Political
Economy and Development
Studies
Role of Think Tanks,
Universities, and Track-II
Diplomacy in BRICS–Global
South Synergy

9. Policy Futures and Global Governance
Reform

BRICS’ Role in the UN and
Multilateral Institution Reform
Alternative Development Models and
Human-Centric Globalisation
Peacebuilding, Climate Diplomacy,
and Human Security in the Global
South
The Future of Knowledge Diplomacy
and Cultural Networks among
Emerging Economies

10. Emerging Geopolitics and BRICS:
Interactions with the US, EU, and Other Major
Powers

The Impact of US and EU Policies on the
Strategic Evolution of BRICS
BRICS and the Global West: Confrontation,
Cooperation, or Complementarity?
Comparative Perspectives: BRICS, G7, and
OECD Frameworks
India’s Role in Mediating Between the West
and the Global South
Energy, Sanctions, and Financial
Architecture in a Divided Global Economy
Prospects for Strategic Dialogue Between
BRICS, ASEAN, and African Union
The Future of Global Governance:
Multiplexity, Contestation, and
Cooperation



Note: Registration fee does not include travel and accommodation.
Assistance will be provided by the Organising Team to arrange
University Guest House accommodation or nearby budget hotels
at negotiated rates.

Paper Submission Guidelines Important Dates

1.  Abstracts should not exceed 250 words and must clearly state the

research question, objectives, methodology, and key arguments.

Please include author name(s), designation, institutional affiliation,

and full contact details.

2.Full papers should be between 5,000–7,000 words (including

references, tables, and appendices). Papers must be original,

unpublished, and not under review elsewhere.

3.  All submissions must follow the Routledge (Taylor & Francis) author

style:
Use Times New Roman, 12 pt font, 1.5 line spacing.

References and citations must conform to the Routledge–

Taylor & Francis Author–Date (Harvard) Style.

Example reference format:

1.Book: Book: Paul, T. V. (2018). Restraining Great Powers: Soft

Balancing from Empires to the Global Era. New Haven, CT:

Yale University Press

2.Journal Article: Kumar, R. (2022). India and BRICS: Pathways

of South–South Cooperation. Journal of International

Relations, 15(2), 135–156.

4. File format: Microsoft Word 
5. All abstracts and papers must be submitted electronically to
    vinodan@mgu.ac.in (cc to: vinodan.c@gmail.com).
6. Selected papers will undergo peer review and may be included in:

A Special Issue of the Indian Journal of Politics and

International Relations (IJPAIR) (peer-reviewed and UGC–

CARE )

An edited volume to be published by a reputed

international publisher (Routledge/Palgrave/Springer).

7. Presentations will be scheduled in both in-person and online sessions

under the hybrid conference mode.

Faculty Members /
Professionals

₹4,000

Research Scholars ₹2,500

Students ₹1,500

Participation Only ₹500

Registration fee Includes: publication charge, conference kit,
lunch, and refreshments during both days.

Conference Coordinator

Prof. (Dr.) C. Vinodan

Professor & Director, School of

International Relations and Politics

Mahatma Gandhi University, 

Kottayam – 686560

 vinodan@mgu.ac.in | 

+91 9249726502/ +9400039108

Registration Details

+91-9946033505
Arun Dravid

+91-9048790051
        Harikrishnan

+91-8547026891
       Navaneeth

For More DetailsFee for Online presentations only (with e-certificate and digital
abstract book) will be 50% of the amount mentioned above,
according to the presenter's designation.

Registration is not required for
abstract submission. Authors whose
abstracts are accepted will receive a
Google Form through which they may
complete the registration process.

Abstract Submission
Deadline
28 November 2025

30 January 2026

Full Paper Submission

(Selected papers will undergo peer
review and be considered for
publication.) 

First draft for Presentation/
Proceedings 

16 December 2025


