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Abstract

Over the years, copious evaluations and news articles have predicted renewed tension' in the
Arctic region over marine resources and other minerals. The primary contenders in this
would-be battle are mainly the People'’s Republic of China and Russia, with their interests in
the area viewed as potentially unsettling. However, it remains unclear whether China will
take up a position on these territorial disputes in the region by contesting Arctic states’
claims’ to sea space and forcibly seizing parts of it for resource extraction. In terms of
economics, China values the Arctic as an important source of energy security; hence, it is
engrossed in exploring its natural resources comprising minerals, oil, and natural gas as well
as fish stocks for use during trade purposes, transportation, or even tourism. The famous US
Naval Officer & Historian Alfred Thayer Mahan's (1840-1914) geopolitical philosophy® on
nonviolent trading through oceans and emerging maritime power: Lessons from China s rise
is also discussed herein.

This paper further dwells upon the repercussions of India-Russia relations, Scandinavian
countries, and other regional actors like QUAD* from such activities. These are abundantly
endowed areas having about 30% of the world’s technologically recoverable Natural gas
besides large deposits of crude oil reserves, coal reserves, uranium deposits, and rare earth
minerals that are technologically accessible China like other countries views them as an

instrument for increasing future growth in its energy sector. Again, China is the world’s
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largest fishing country. It could turn out to be an imperative new fishing area when sea ice
disappears from it. The paper concludes by examining how these geopolitical shifts will

reshape the globe albeit with an anticipation of global tension in that regard.

[Keywords: Arctic Strategy, India’s Arctic Policy, Arctic Strategic Triangle, Nordic Strategy,

Arctic Energy Reserves, Maritime Trade Routes]

Introduction

The Arctic Region, which was once quarantined from human contact, is changing at a fast
pace. There is a new frontier being created as climate change® loosens its frozen grip — one
that is full of resources and possible trade paths. The resultant thaw is turning this icy
wasteland into a 21st-century gold mine, where countries are scrambling to get as much as

they can. Among those leading in the rush for the Arctic pie’ is China.

China’s interest in the Arctic has recently heightened significantly, arising from an insatiable
appetite for energy and a strategic need to diversify its resource base. China now has its eyes®
on the vast deposits of oil, gas, minerals, and untapped fishing grounds that exist in the

Arctic.

However, China’s interests do not just stop at resources. Thus inspired by Alfred Thayer
Mahan (1840-1914)°, who was a US naval strategist, Chinese military strategy emphasizes
establishing control over maritime routes while holding a dominant navy presence. In
addition to envisioning an integrated Arctic infrastructure network such as partnerships for
resource exploration and the Maritime Silk Road' Initiative, these massive investments in
Arctic infrastructure along with their partner nations underpin Chinese aspirations to link up

the Arctic with global trade routes thereby consolidating her economic ascendancy.

But this venture into the Arctic is not without problems. Established actors like Russia and

India will have to thread through these dynamic changes. This means that countries such as
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Russia with vast stretches'' of coastline should perceive China’s presence as a rival to its
authority, which could potentially trigger a race for resources and control over shipping ways.
On the other hand, India has delicate balancing'? to do while trying to secure its energy needs

from Arctic projects while it handles the rising China given its close relations with Russia.

China’s desired objectives in the Arctic encompass more than regional powers. In addition,
the US-led Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD'), though alarmed by growing Chinese
influence, may provoke strategic reorientation and collaboration aimed at checking China’s
ascendancy. QUAD must therefore guarantee freedom of navigation'* in an increasingly
insecure maritime environment and come up with common approaches for responding to new

threats in the Arctic.

This need for resources comes at a cost. The Arctic ecosystem is fragile’ and hence
vulnerable to climate change and increased human activities. Therefore, achieving a balance
between economic interests and environmental sustainability will require international
cooperation as well as stringent regulations. Thus plans by China to extract resources should

not disrupt the fine equilibrium within the Arctic region.

The melting ice is revealing new trade routes like the Northern Sea Route'®. China aims to
capitalize on this, utilizing these routes for faster and cheaper shipping, further solidifying its
position as a global trade hub. Investments in ports, shipping lanes, and logistics hubs across

the Arctic are key to achieving this goal.

China's interest goes beyond resources and trade. The pristine landscapes of the Arctic hold

immense tourism potential'’

, particularly for China's growing middle class. However, this
sector needs careful regulation to prevent unsustainable practices that could devastate the

Arctic's unique environment.

The receding ice is also revealing new fishing grounds, which could benefit China's massive

fishing industry and contribute to its food security. However, responsible fishing and
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adherence to international regulations are critical to prevent overfishing and preserve the

delicate balance of marine ecosystems.

The Arctic's vast mineral reserves are another attraction for China, driving its interest in joint
ventures and investments'® in mining infrastructure. However responsible resource extraction
that considers the environment and respects the rights of indigenous communities is crucial

for sustainable development in the region.

China's growing influence in the Arctic is reshaping not just the region's geopolitics but the
global landscape. While economic opportunities abound, navigating the complex web of
interests, ensuring security, and protecting the environment will require international
cooperation and a commitment to sustainable practices. The future' of the Arctic hangs in

the balance, and the world watches with bated breath.

China's Tryst with the Arctic Region: Resources, Muscle, & New Frontlines

China's escalating interest in the Arctic region is catalyzed by a troika of powerful
motivations: resources”, strategic influence, and new frontlines. The Arctic's vast reserves of
oil, gas, minerals, and potential fisheries offer an alluring plenteousness to fuel China's
economic growth. Attached with this quest is a tactical ambition to project power and secure
vital shipping lanes, and resonant historical naval strategies. As the melting ice opens up new
frontiers for trade, China sees an opportunity to assert dominance in a previously inaccessible
region. China's Arctic endeavor? is a chronicle of resource hunger, strategic ambition, and an

audacious endeavor to remodel the geopolitical setting of the far north.

The Arctic's icy clutch is slackening, revealing a wealth of resources that has sparked a global
crawl. For the Dragon, the world's largest energy consumer, the Arctic is nothing short of an
"unfrozen treasure" — a latent economic powerhouse waiting to be tapped. Driven by an
inexorable hunger for energy and a desire to diversify its resources, China is eyeing the
Arctic's vast reserves of oil, natural gas, and minerals like iron ore and rare earth elements

essential for modern technology. Access to these resources could significantly lift China's

18 https://thediplomat.com/2019/02/china-steps-up-its-mining-interests-in-greenland

9 https://granthaminstitute.com/2015/08/06/the-future-of-the-arctic,



https://sjms.nu/articles/10.31374/sjms.196
https://ace-usa.org/blog/research/research-environmental-policy/understanding-critical-resource-extraction-in-the-arctic/
https://granthaminstitute.com/2015/08/06/the-future-of-the-arctic/
https://thediplomat.com/2019/02/china-steps-up-its-mining-interests-in-greenland/

economy, reducing dependency on traditional suppliers and potentially depressing energy
costs for its booming industries. For instance, China's growing electric vehicle market (EV*)
relies heavily on rare earth elements, and the Arctic could become a secure source of these
critical materials. The financial benefits are clear, making the Arctic a region of intense

interest for Chinese policymakers and companies.

China's interest in the Arctic is not limited to just about locking raw materials. The
melting ice also opens new trade routes”, such as the Northern Sea Route, offering the
potential for quicker and low-cost shipping between Asia & Europe. China envisions itself as
a principal hub in this new maritime landscape, investing in ports, infrastructure, and logistics
across the Arctic to facilitate this vision. The economic potential of the Arctic is gigantic, and

China is resolute* to be a major player in unlocking its reserves.

China's sortie into the Arctic region is not just about extracting minerals and rich earth
resources; it's a strategic chess game unfolding on a vast, icy board. Like a grandmaster
maneuvering pieces, China makes intended moves. It forms partnerships with the Arctic
nations for energy exploration, invests in icebreaker construction to navigate treacherous
waters, and engages in joint endeavors for mining rare earth minerals in Greenland®. These
strategic investments aid a dual purpose: securing access to vital resources for China's
booming economy and establishing a foothold in the region. This approach not only ensures a
secure supply of resources but also, ventures Chinese power and influence. By locating itself
as a key player in the evolving Arctic landscape, China is making moves with momentous

geopolitical extrapolations.

China's escalation as a maritime power echoes across the icy expanses of the Arctic. This
resurgence finds a startling source of inspiration®. Alfred T. Mahan is a 19th-century
American naval strategist whose ideas seem to be guiding China's 21st-century ambitions.
Mahan, often referred to as the "prophet of sea power”," underscored the critical role?® of

naval dominance in securing global influence and commercial prosperity. His wisdom on
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controlling trade routes and building a robust navy resonates deeply with China's present

strategic aims.

China, with its thriving economy and growing hunger for resources, sees the Arctic
region as a treasure trove waiting to be unlocked. The melting ice opens up new shipping
routes like the Northern Sea Route, offering a potentially faster and cheaper passage for trade
between Asia and Europe. Mahan's emphasis on controlling these vital trade routes aligns
perfectly with China's vision of becoming a central hub in this new maritime landscape.
China is aggressively investing® in ports, infrastructure, and logistics across the Arctic,
mirroring Mahan's belief in building a robust naval presence to protect these strategic
interests. Furthermore, China's rapid expansion of its navy®, including the construction of
advanced icebreakers, validates its commitment to projecting power and influence in the
Arctic, a strategy straight out of Mahan's playbook. The Dragon, it seems, is taking to the
seas, its wings fueled by the ideas of a long-dead strategist, and the Arctic is becoming the

juncture for China's grand maritime desires.

China's vision for the Arctic goes beyond securing resources; it's about establishing maritime
dominance. Dominant to this strategy is the ambitious Maritime Silk Road Initiative
(MSRTI*"). Imagine a contemporary Marco Polo* (1254-1324), navigating icy ports and
shipping lanes instead of dusty roads. This is the essence of the MSRI — a strategic and

economic lifeline connecting the Arctic with the rest of the world.

China isn't just dipping a toe into the Arctic waters; it is capitalizing heavily on
building a robust maritime infrastructure. Ports are being modernized, shipping lanes
meticulously charted, and logistics networks carefully planned. The goal is to seamlessly
integrate the Arctic into China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI**), augmenting trade and
economic influence. This connectivity will grant China easier access to Arctic resources and
place it as a principal hub in a new era of maritime trade. European goods flowing through

Arctic ports to Chinese markets, and vital resources extracted from the Arctic fueling China's
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industries, illustrate the enormous economic implications, solidifying China's status as a

global powerhouse.

The MSRI is not just an economic move; it's a strategic one. By instituting a strong
maritime presence in the Arctic, China secures key trade routes and shows its commitment to
shaping the region's future. The MSRI is a bold geo-political geo-strategic move, showcasing

China's ambition to become a dominant player in the icy waters of the far north.

Arctic Chessboard: New Players, Old Worries - How China Reshapes the

Game for Russia, India, and Scandinavia

The once anticipated Arctic landscape, where conventional players like Russia held sway, is
changing into an intricate geopolitical chessboard. China's arrival has injected a dose of
uncertainty, stirring a mix of apprehensions and potential opportunities for the region's
traditional stakeholders. Russia, the self-proclaimed "Arctic bear’," contends with the
prospect of a powerful new partner for resource development, yet remains cautious of China's
growing footprint potentially infringing on its supremacy over shipping lanes and resource
access. India, an established Arctic player with strong ties* to Russia, finds itself caught in a
subtle diplomatic tightrope walk. Harmonizing its energy security needs through potential
Arctic projects requires a nuanced approach to navigating its relationship with a rising China.
Meanwhile, Scandinavian nations, geologically at the forefront of the Arctic*, are presented
with a two-edged sword. China's investments®’ in infrastructure and resource development
hold the promise of economic growth but also raise concerns about a disrupted balance of
power and potential conflicts over resource rights. The delicate dance between these nations,

each with its own strategic goals and apprehensions, will determine the future course of the

Arctic chessboard.

The icy stretch of the Arctic region has become a juncture® for an intricate and surfacing
drama — the relationship between Russia and China. While a "strategic partnership" is the
official narrative, beneath the surface, a more nuanced picture surfaces. On the surface,

there's undeniable collaboration. Mutual interests in energy and resource development drive
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joint ventures like the mammoth Yamal LNG™ project, a testament to their synergy in
exploiting the Arctic's riches. Russia, with its vast Arctic coastline and conventional
infrastructure, provides China with a crucial entry point. Chinese companies gain access to
resources and expertise, while Russia benefits from economic partnerships and potential

technological developments.

However, underneath this coating of cooperation, tensions smolder. Russia, the
historical Arctic heavyweight, views the region as its backyard. China's growing presence, its
expanding investments, and naval activity raise concerns in Moscow. This isn't just about
bruised egos. Russia is wary of competition for resource extraction rights and control of vital
shipping routes like the Northern Sea Route. Recent Russian military buildups® in the Arctic
can be interpreted as a show of force, a message to China (and the West) that Russia intends

to remain the dominant player.

The future of this relationship remains an open inquiry. Will collaboration outweigh
competition? Or will the Arctic region become a point of friction between two emerging
superpowers? The answer will likely depend on how effectively these two nations accomplish
their intertwined interests. One misstep, one resource grab, could shatter the delicate
partnership and plunge the Arctic region into a new era of insecurity. The world looks with
bated breath, for the upshot of this Arctic drama will have far-reaching costs and

consequences for the global stage.

India, a critical player in the Arctic region with long-standing ties to Russia, now faces a
strategic tightrope*' walk. China's growing presence in the region throws a twist into the
established dynamic. While India cherishes its partnership with Russia, particularly in areas
like energy security, China's ambitious Arctic policy** play demands a nuanced approach.
India will likely attempt a delicate balancing act, leveraging its strategic ties with Russia,
while simultaneously addressing disquiets about China's expanding influence. The future of
India-Russia relations hinges on navigating this intricate Arctic landscape, ensuring its

interests are protected in this new geopolitical chessboard.
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The icy grip of the Arctic region holds a hidden treasure for India — a potential solution to its
ever-growing energy demands. India's energy security is intricately linked to the Arctic, a
region brimming with vast reserves of oil, natural gas, and potentially even future sources of
renewable energy. Collaboration with Russia, a traditional ally with established Arctic
infrastructure, presents a tempting opportunity. Joint ventures in resource exploration could
grant India access to these critical resources, diversifying its energy portfolio and potentially

lowering import dependence.

However, India's Arctic strategy isn't a one-horse race. China's ambitious Arctic play
injects a dose of uncertainty. China's growing presence in the region, and its investments in
infrastructure and resource exploration, raise concerns about regional stability and potential
competition for resources. This scramble for the Arctic's riches could disrupt established

supply chains and drive up energy prices, impacting India's long-term energy security.

India, therefore, must tread carefully. While collaboration with Russia offers an
immediate solution, India needs to consider the long game. Strengthening its own Arctic
capabilities, and investing in research and technology focused on resource extraction in harsh
environments, could offer a more sustainable and independent path. Additionally, forging
partnerships with other Arctic nations, and diversifying its options, can provide India with a

stronger foothold in the region.

The Arctic presents both threats and incentives for India's energy security. Crossing
this complex geopolitical landscape requires a calculated approach, one that balances
immediate needs with long-term ambitions. India's Arctic bet may well govern its energy

destiny shortly.

For the Scandinavian States, the melting Arctic presents a two-edged sword. China's rolling
interest in the region offers a tempting prospect — economic revitalization. Increased
investments in infrastructure development, shipping lanes, and resource extraction could
provide a much-needed boost to Scandinavian economies. Norway®, a leader in the Arctic oil
and gas industry, is already exploring joint ventures with China, while Denmark, with its

strategic holdings in Greenland*, sees potential in resource exploration projects. The

economic prospects unlocked by China's Arctic ambitions are undeniable.
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However, the allure of economic advance is tempered by a dose of geopolitical
trepidations. The established balance of power in the Arctic region could be disrupted by
China's growing presence®. Scandinavian nations, with long histories of cooperation in the
region, worry about potential skirmishes over territorial claims and resource rights. The
menace of competition for resources, particularly rare earth minerals crucial for modern
technologies, looms large. Navigating these challenges requires an elusive balancing act —
capitalizing on economic benefits while safeguarding security interests. Scandinavia must
ensure its voice is heard in shaping the future of the Arctic, advocating for sustainable

development and passive cooperation in this rapidly surfacing region.

The Arctic Effect: QUAD Steers a Shifting Landscape

China's Arctic ambitions raise the stakes* for the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD?).
Strategic rearrangements may be necessary, with countering China's effect and reinforcing
maritime security in the Arctic territory becoming potential focal points for collaboration*
among the US, Japan, India, and Australia. Joint exercises, intelligence sharing, and an
integrated response to emerging threats could be decisive for the QUAD to navigate this new

geopolitical landscape.
The Arctic Dilemma: A Precarious Equilibrium amid Progress & Peril

The thawing embrace of the Arctic reveals a treasure trove of resources, igniting a global
scramble for energy security and economic advantage. China's aggressive engagement® in
the region is a prime mover, driven by a need to diversify its energy sources and capitalize on
new maritime trade routes. Access to Arctic oil and gas can lessen China's dependence on
traditional suppliers and fuel its industrial engine but with potential downsides for global
energy prices. However, this resource bounty comes with a hefty environmental price tag.
The delicate Arctic ecosystem™ is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of resource

extraction and increased maritime activity. Striking a balance between economic interests and
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environmental sustainability will require international cooperation and robust regulatory

frameworks.

Beyond resources, the melting ice opens up new trade routes like the Northern Sea
Route, offering China a faster and cheaper path for global commerce. Investments in Arctic
infrastructure — ports, shipping lanes, and logistics hubs — are key to this vision, solidifying
China's position as a central hub in global trade networks. However, such infrastructure

development raises concerns about long-term Chinese dominance in the region.

The potential for tourism and expansion of commercial sectors like fishing and
mining also beckons. China's growing middle class presents an opportunity for Arctic
tourism, but strict regulations are needed to protect the pristine environment. Similarly, while
new fishing grounds offer a potential boon to China's food security, sustainable fishing
practices and adherence to international regulations are critical to preventing overfishing and
ecosystem collapse. Mining, with its promise of rich mineral deposits, also requires careful
consideration. Joint ventures®’ with Arctic countries, coupled with environmentally
responsible practices and respect for indigenous communities, are essential for responsible

development.
The Future of the Arctic: A Collective Endeavor

While China takes center stage, other players have vital roles to play. India*, with its growing
energy needs, can leverage its partnership® with Russia to secure access to Arctic resources,
but fostering dialogue with China can ensure regional stability. Russia, the traditional Arctic
power, must navigate a complex dance — balancing™ cooperation with China to exploit
resources while safeguarding its dominance. Scandinavian countries®, geographically closest
to the Arctic, stand to gain from economic opportunities presented by China but must
advocate for sustainable development and ensure their voices are heard in shaping the
Arctic's future. Collaboration, diplomacy, and a collective commitment to responsible
resource management are essential for all players to navigate this new Arctic landscape. The

Arctic's future® hinges on a delicate balance — harnessing its potential for progress without
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https://www.claws.in/arctic-an-emerging-region-of-india-russia-collaboration/
https://arctic-council.org/explore/work/cooperation/

succumbing to the perils of environmental degradation. Only through international

cooperation and a shared vision for sustainability can this region thrive for the benefit of all.
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