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GLOBAL POWERS IN CLIMATE CHANGE NEGOTIATIONS: ROLE OF
INDIA

Introduction

Climate change is the sterling challenge and
dynamic issue with uncertain consequences in
current international affairs'. The steep rise in
concentration of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) has
resulted in irreversible changes in climate patterns
irrespective of geographic realm?. Effective and
practical proposals for global decarbonization are
needed and at the auspices of the Paris
Conference 2015, member countries presented
commitments that, if fully implemented, will limit
temperature increase in the long run. Achieving
global decarbonization requires broad multilateral
cooperation as fifteen to twenty countries are
responsible for lion part of global emissions and
therefore efforts to cut emissions must be global.
Without international cooperation and
coordination, some states may free ride on others’
efforts or even exploit uneven emissions controls
to gain competitive advantage which all leads to
emergence of climate political contentions and
global power hierarchy as part and parcel of
climate change negotiations.

India joined the international system since
independence as a keen and trusted multilateralist
who vibrantly participated in cardinal
international negotiations aimed at building the
postwar international order. It should be noted
that independent India strongly advocated in
shaping the agenda of the new international
organizations by spotlighting the marginalized
vexations and aspirations of the developing
world at the right time. India’s steady democratic
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political system, massive middle-class population,
immense military clout in South Asia, expanding
economic fortunes and global aspirations make
it a potential power that enables it to play a crucial
role in world affairs. Politicization of environment
conservation and climate change mitigation are
unique lineaments of global politics in the current
century. Emerging powers like India are playing a
crucial role in global environment political game
today’. India aggregates characteristics of high
vulnerability to climate change due to tenacious
poverty and lion part share of agriculture in GDP
with large and increasing greenhouse gas
emissions®. Tt

Global climate negotiations

After considering inputs from scientific
community, policy makers and world leaders
agreed the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in 1992, Since its inception,
UNFCCC was the sole basis for climate
negotiations with the Kyoto Protocol (1997), the
Marrakech Accords (2001) and the Cancun
Agreements (2010) as commendable outcomes.
However, the UNFCC process was more or less
failed to conglomerate results until the Paris
Agreement in 2015, but with the exception of the
Kyoto Protocol which expired in 2012. Finally in
the 17" meeting of the Conference of the Parties
(COP 17) in Durban, participant governments
finally decided to draft a new global legally binding
agreement to cop up with climate change upshots
in the post-2020 era. The entire process climaxed
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